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1  Opening

Good evening, everyone. It is my pleasure to introduce our judge 
for tonight, Maureen Fourie.

Many of you will know Maureen already. She is one of our own, a 
member of F-Stop, and she is married to Stephan, who is also a 
member. With two photographers under one roof, I imagine there 
is always a camera within reach, and always a lively debate 
about whether an image is finished or needs just one more edit.



2  Family and home

Maureen is a proud mother of two, and a grandmother to two little 
ones who, by her own admission, are the great loves of her life.

And then there is Rambo, the Rottweiler. Many of you will already 
know him from Stephan's club images. Very much part of the 
family, and according to Maureen, not entirely convinced he is a 
dog.



3  Life beyond the camera

When the camera is put away, Maureen is rarely idle. She sings, 
and she is currently teaching herself the bass guitar, so a band 
may well be on the cards.

She has recently taken up crochet, mastered the granny square, 
and is now working her way through her very first blanket. She also 
enjoys gardening, and she has a well-documented weakness for 
beautiful glass bottles. Some might call it collecting. Others might 
call it hoarding. Maureen will tell you one can never have too 
many.



4  Photographic journey

Photography has been part of Maureen's life for close on 30 years. 
Her club journey began at Boksburg Camera Club in 2011, she 
joined F-Stop in March 2022, and she is a proud member of the 
Photographic Society of South Africa.

Along the way she has collected a few letters after her name. She 
earned her JAP accreditation in 2024, her LPSSA in June 2025, and 
just this past July, her DPSSA in Colour.



5  Judging

Since qualifying as a judge, Maureen has judged at a number of 
camera clubs and the occasional salon. She takes judging 
seriously, but she is firm on one point: serious does not mean sour. 
Judges are allowed to smile.



6  What she photographs, and why

Her favourite genres are portraiture and concert photography. For 
Maureen, a photograph should do more than show what 
something looked like. It should show what it felt like. The images 
she strives for are the ones that stir emotion and connect with the 
person looking at them.



7  The day job

By day, Maureen works in bookkeeping and payroll administration, 
a world where the numbers must balance and the rules are there 
to be followed. She describes photography as the perfect creative 
counterweight to a day spent in spreadsheets.

And she is, of course, looking forward to retirement. She has done 
the maths.

Only 5 286 days to go.



8  Inspiration and favourite quote

Maureen does not follow one particular photographer as a role 
model. Her inspiration comes from many people and many forms 
of art, especially work that speaks to the soul and moves the 
viewer.

Her favourite quote comes from Ansel Adams:

"When images become inadequate, I shall be content with 
silence."



9  And finally...

And finally, one last thing you really ought to know about our 
judge tonight.

She does not eat jelly.
Nobody knows why.

And we are quite sure it will have no bearing whatsoever on 
tonight's results.



Please join me in giving a warm welcome to tonight's 
judge

Maureen Fourie
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